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• Progress has been made in UK and EU in recent 
decades

• UK has diverged from EU in some areas

• EU Ambient Air Quality Directive 2024

• Vs. UK Air Quality Standards Regulations 2010 
+ more piecemeal updates in other legislation
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UK-EU Divergence in AQ Legislation on Limit Values
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Why WHO Standards?
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Useful international yardstick, but also limitations:

1. Limited number of key pollutants

2. Focus on human health, not ecosystems/environment

3. Only ambient AQ

4. WHO targets are a stepping stone…
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Let’s Be Positive, Pragmatic and Proactive!
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• Practical challenges

• Public attitudes and political will

• Peer benchmarks and lessons

• Opportunities for alignment and cooperation
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Thank You
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