
          

   
 

The Rt Hon Angela Eagle MP 
Secretary of State 

Copied to: 

Miatta Fahnbulleh MP - Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero 
Hamish Falconer MP - Minister UK-EU Relations  
Chris Macdonald MP -  Minister for Science Innovation and Investment  
 

Dear Secretary of State,  

European Environment Agency and Eionet 

We are writing to urge the Government to pursue a policy that would achieve a double 
benefit: bring the UK closer to European Union over a relatively short timetable with no 
issues around red lines or cherry picking, while enhancing the Government’s goal of a 
much improved environment. We are convinced that re-entry into the European 
Environment Agency (EEA) and its European Environment Information and Observation 
Network (Eionet) would achieve both those goals.   

The Prime Minister has called for a new revitalised relationship with the EU and move 
beyond sector-by-sector agreements to something broader and strategic. In light of our 
shared history and the growing impacts of climate change, including this summer’s 
heatwaves, droughts and wildfires, we believe that the environment and climate should 
be at the heart of the next UK-EU Summit. 

As you well know these challenges do not stop at national borders and the solutions to 
them are often scalable across countries. Since leaving the EEA and Eionet in 2021, the 
UK has lost access to important mechanisms for collecting, comparing and interpreting 
environmental data alongside our European neighbours. As a result, our ability to 
assess policy effectiveness has been weakened.  

Being a member of the EEA and Eionet does not require EU membership. With Ukraine 
and Moldova recently joining as cooperating countries, this leaves the UK in a club with 
the Russian Federation and Belarus as the only non-members. Crucially as the EEA 
advises the EU on environment related policy, rejoining would provide one of the most 
formal routes open to the UK to influence regulations which the UK is set to align with 
through the reset.  

There is also a strong economic and scientific case. Participation would give UK 
agencies access to high-value environmental datasets, emerging monitoring  



          

   
 

 

technologies, and other innovations coming from programmes such as Copernicus and 
Horizon. These data and technologies often provide the seeds for new business start-
ups, as the economic importance and value of data and technology grow.  

At a time when the Government is seeking a pragmatic reset in UK-European 
cooperation, rejoining the EEA and Eionet would be a practical, evidence-based and 
politically uncontroversial step that strengthens environmental governance, supports 
growth, and improves our ability to address the climate and nature crises.  

We would like to meet with you to discuss the case for rejoining and how we can best 
support you in this. 

Yours sincerely, 

  
Lord Teverson Liberal Democrats 

Baroness Bakewell of Hardington Mandeville Liberal Democrats 

Baroness Natalie Bennett Green 
Sian Berry MP Green 
Baroness Rosie Boycott Crossbench 
Lord Cameron of Dillington Crossbench 
Ellie Chowns MP Green 
Carla Denyer MP Green 
Tom Gordon MP Liberal Democrats 
Lord Hunt of Kings Heath Labour 
Baroness Jenny Jones Green 
Baroness Lane-Fox of Soho Crossbench 
Graham Leadbitter MP SNP 
Lord Lennie Labour 
Seamus Logan MP SNP 
Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer Liberal Democrats 
Baroness Northover Liberal Democrats 
Baroness Parminter Liberal Democrats 
Adrian Ramsay MP Green 
Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick Labour 
Roz Savage MP Liberal Democrats 
Hannah Spencer MP Green 
Lord Whitehead Labour 



          

   
 

Baroness Willis of Summertown Crossbench 
Baroness Young of Old Scone 

Lord Krebs Crossbench 
 
 


